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A  broadcast  "or  Miss  Ruth  Van  Deman,  Si\reau  of  Home  Sconomics,  and  Mr.  Wallace 
Kaddei-lr,  Office  of  Information,  Thursifa-,  September  10,  1942,  in  the  I)er)artment 
of  Agriculture  period  of  the  National  Jarni  and  Hoire  Hour,  over  stations  associated 
with  the  31ue  Network. 

GALLIC  S  KXDDZPXY: 


Nov;  for  ne-'s  on  the  home  front.  Here's  Ruth  Van  Deman  back  vdth  us  again, 
bring  the  lateso  work  from  the  hone  econoF.ics  laboratories  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

HJTK  VAi:  ^:::x:; 

Wallace,     ou  micrht  say  wearing  the  latest  vord.     See  the  sleeves  in  in'" 
sweater  here  

KADDS3LY; 

What  about  theja?    The^;  look  just  like  regular  sleeves-**— just  like  the.  rest 
of  the  s'-;eater, 

VAN  D5MAN; 

You  don't  see  any  d<arns  at  the  elbows? 

KADDERLY; 

No,  not  a  si-jn  

VAN  D5MAN; 

Well,  thsj're  there — preventive  darns,  where  the  knitting  vras  vrearing  thin. 
If  YOM  Cc-^ji' t  see  them  that's  thanks  to  Clarice  Scott  and  smart  vroman  working 
v/ith  her. 
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KADSSHLY; 

You  mean  the"''  did  this  neat  elbow  job  for  ;'-ou? 

■Groodness  no.    They're  not  a  personal  service  outfit. 

KADDERLY:  J  U.  S,  Dapartment  of  Agricuture 

I  thou-^-ht  maybe  the"'  were  usinv  '"ou  as  a  rainea  pi^. 

VAN  JEMAlTt 

Not  this  time.  But  they  do  plont^  of  practicing  before  they  put  out  their 
how-to-do  it  directions.  On  r.-'  sv/cator  I  followed  their  latest— their  'Mending 
A3C'8.' 

laSDERLY; 

That  the  leaflet  you  have  there  in  your  hand? 
VAIT  D2I--AJT; 

Yes  AA""thing  --ou  want  mended,  Wallace? 

KADDERLY; 

Look  out — I  tore  a  ^•^ood  shirt  on  the  fence  the  other  day. 
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VAIT  DEi-:AN;  "    .  • 

What  kind  of  a  tear  vras  it? 

KADD3BLY; 

A  "big,   oad  tear  -  do^m  this  vra;"'  a.nd  across  this  way, 

A  three  cornered  tear  prohahly.     Miat  vras  the  shirt  made  of — what  kind  of 

goods? 

KADDSKLY; 

Cotton  striped  stuff  fine  stripes,  close  together — gray  aiic'  vhite, 

VAH  i^miM^i 

You  were  luck",  •■Jallace, 

lODDERLY; 

LuciT-'to  feoar  &  good  shirt? 

VAa"  DSMAH; 

No,  luc'-T"  it  ^'as  made  of  stri'oed  material.    A  ne^"'  piece  can  oe  set  in  so  you'll 
hardier  kno'f  it, 

KASDSaLY: 

Kiere  i;ill  the  piece  come  from? 

VAIT  D3MA^T; 

Off  the  tail  of  the  shirt.    You  won't  miss  it.     It's  ajnazing  how  r/ou  cpji  find 
a  piece  to  patch  almost  any  kind  of  a  garment  hy  snipping  off  a  little  piece  in 

the  hem,  or  fi  seari  edge,  or  some  pla.ce  it  won't  show,  And  as  for  how  to  mend 

a  three  corner  tear,  look  there  in  Miss  Scott's  leaflet, 

KADD3ELY; 

Three  cornered  tear  -  page  9  -  so  the  index  sa:''s  Yes,  here  it  is  the 

complete  how-to-do-it —  even  to  pictures, 

VAIT  DSI^IAIT; 

Pictures  help  a  lot.     The"  shov;  just  hovf  to  place  the  patch,  how  to  set 
the  stitches. 

KA^DESIY: 

¥nat's  this  rc^reaving  -  this  invisiole  mending  -  vro  hear  about?    Is  that 
some  special  2<ind  of  mending? 

It's  no  secret  -orocoss,  if  that's  v/hat  ytm  mean.     It's  just  very  skillful 
darning  over  and  under,  "back  and  forth,  vrith  threads  that  exactly  match  the  goods. 
The  stitches  aio  laid  in  so  carefull"  they  look  like  the  original  weave, 

KADDgPJLY; 

Then  an-'  hod"  can  r'.o  it? 


-  3  - 


YAi:  D5M\ST; 

An'''  bod:'  who  ta3-:cs  tino  p.nd  has  '".ho  pntiencc  to  do  \ci-y  caroful  vrork.    Also  ono 
needs  a  stcacV'-  hand  and  a  stronc;  li^ht.    But  re'-roaving  isn't  a  hit  rnoro  exacting 
than  lots  of  tlio  fine  stitches  women  used  to  put  into  needlepoint  and  all  sorts 
of  cmhroidored  doilies  and  v'hat  not.    Of  course  they're  doing  that  to  satisfy  the 
urge  to  croate  something. 

But  nov;  v;o  have  the  urge  to  conserve          Teko  those  fine  stitches  you  put 

into  your  sweater  sleeves,  Ruth.    That's  roinf orcenent  for  the  duration. 

VAiT  dema:t; 

I  hope  so.     That  sweater  cair.e  from  Scotland.    And  there'll  prohahly  "bo  no 
nore  like  it  couin{>  across  the  Atlantic  until  the  war's  over.     Clothes  for  soldiers 
have  first  call  on  '-.foql  supplies. 

Ver-  tiUe,     The  knitting  nills,  the  wca,ving  machines,  the  garment  factories 

-  a.rc  jonmod  'dth  var  orders.    It's  taking  more  clothes  than  we  ever  dreajned  of 

to  outfit  the  p.cn  in  service.    Clothes  for  su"b-zcro  v;eather  in  arctic  regions  

clothes  for  su.i>- tropical  wear  in  the  desert  clothes  for  dry  wo.ather  wet  v/cathcr 

-  every  possible  kind  of  weather. 

So  the  very  least  wo  c;^  do  here  at  home  is  to  m;T2ce  everything  we  have  last 
as  long  as  it  i-'r.ll, 

KADDSHLY: 

Jumping  back  a  minute  to  that  re^^/caving  business,  Ruth.    TO^at  puzzles  me  is 
v/here  you  get  the  Hatching  threads  to  veave  with. 

That's  generall:'  eas-'-.    Ravel  then  out  of  a  now  piece  of  the  material  - 
if  you  happen  to  have  a  scrap.    Or  if  it's  a  read'-made  suit,  or  coat,  or  dress, 
you  c.^ji  ravel  some  threads  from  ca  srara  edge  inside  the  garment.    I've  even  seen 
short  fibers,  like  lint,  raveled  out  of  an  edge,  filled  into  a  small  moth  hole 
or  a  tiny  biu'ned  place  and  darned  in  ^dth  hair, 

K^DERLY: 

Hair  -  you  mean  hair  from  the  head? 
VAN  DSyjUT; 

Yes,  hail'  from  a  "Oman's  hoad.     It's  stronger  than  "'"ou  think, 

ICUDSRLY; 

That  i^  ingenious. 

VAN  DE:-uU^I; 

That's  wh\t  the  smart  mender  has  to  be  ingenious  about  find.ing  ways  to 

put  back  into  the  cloth  v^hat  v;as  worn  away  or  torn  or  burned  awa'^'  -  .and  putting 
it  back  so  skillfull"  you  can't  see  vrhore  it  \;is  ;;ono. 


ILU3DSRLY; 

Sounds  like  magic  - 
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No,-  like  science,  it's  just  com~on  sense  orgjuiizod  starting  with  the  mending 

brisket,  v/ith  needles — 'thrc'\d — ^-mrangr  kinds  of  pitclies,  perhaps  some  .of  the  press- 
on  thermo-plastic  patches, 

KAJ3DSBLY; 

Thcrmo-pl.istic  pp.tches?    They're  something  else  new  to  mo  anyvra-y. 

VAN  DEigJT; 

You  can  hu"  them  at  lots  of  stores  -  at  the  notion  coiinter.     They're  cloth 
treated  vdth  some  kind  of  stickiun  that  takes  hold  when  you  press  it  over  the  hole 
vrith  a  'raivn  iron, 

KASDEBLY; 

Kind  of  a  first-aid  dressing  for  torn  places  in  cloth, 
VAN  DEI-IAN; 

They're  r.ore  than  that.     They'll  really,  do  a  permanent  mendin,?  joh  on  some 
kinds  of  material. » 

Another  modern  trend  in  mending  is  the  vra"  ••-romen  use  their  sewing  machines 
for  darnirtg-in  patches  on  work  clothes,  and  children's  play  suits,  i-rhere  extra 
strength  is  needed. 

KADDE5LY: 

Miss  Scott  £;ive  the  how-to-do-it  on  that  too,  in  her  nev;  leaflet? 
VAN.:BSMI0I; 

Yes,  it's  all  dovm  ther^,  Wallace,  in  word  and  in  picture  and  free  for 
the  asking  to  oJP.yhody  v^ho  wants  to  enlist  in  the  clothing  conservation  corps, 

KADDERLY: 

Good  enou;'rh  Farm  and  Home  friends,  that's  another  offer  from  the  Bureau 

of  Home  Economics,     (ad  lih  offer  "Mending  A3C's") 


